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Creepy Ukiyo-e

Thank you for visiting the Creepy Ukiyo-e exhibition, which
spotlights spooky aspects of Hokusai’s works while exploring their
appeal.

What comes to mind when you hear the word “creepy”? Dark,
scary spaces? Eerie, hair-raising tales? Mysterious, otherworldly
creatures? Inexplicable phenomena? Despite how frightening
they are, many of us are drawn to such things, curious to know
more about them and hopeful of seeing and hearing them for
ourselves.

Books of ghost stories and unearthly legends were popular
among the common people of the Edo Period. Hokusai produced
many illustrations for such books. Especially engaging yomihon
(“books for reading”) such as Strange Tales of the Crescent Moon,
with its unsettling villains and horrible creatures, or A New Tale of
Kasane’s Salvation, with its disturbing atmosphere, ghosts, and
vengeful spirts, became huge hits at book sellers and commercial
lending libraries. Strange Tales from Hokuetsu, a coilection of
stories from a region including present-day Niigata Prefecture,
thrilled readers with its descriptions of spine-chilling paranormal
phenomena. Among these books were some that were not only
scary but also conveyed a kind of “adorable creepiness,” and the
smiling sea spirits, mermaid, kappa, and shapeshifters found in
Random Sketches by Hokusai suggest an even humorous air.

To satisfy people’s craving for scary things, Hokusai produced all
manner of woodcut prints with creepy themes. “Mansion of
Plates” and “Oiwa” from Hokusai’s One Hundred Tales series of
full-color nishiki-e prints, released around 1831-1832, draw on
ancient Japanese stories of the paranormal and emanate the kind
of eerie mood that gives viewers the chills.

We hope you enjoy stepping into this exhibition of ukiyo-e prints
by Hokusai that are all creepy in different ways.

Temporary Exhibition Room 1
Random Drawings by Hokusai (Hokusai manga)
Tengu, Hihi, Yirei, and Yamauba
Hakutaku and Baku

A Serpent from a Pipe-Ash Receptacle
Sea Spirits and Mirages

lllusionists

Flaming Oxcart Wheel and Windship
Ghosts from Ghost Stories

An Octopus Turns into a Taro

Strange Creatures

Strange Tales of the Crescent Moon

(Chinsetsu yumiharizuki)

A Monkey Kills

The Serpent and Yamao the Wolf

Spirits Gathered in Support of Retired Emperor Sutoku
A Ferocious Shark Appears

Snow in the Garden (Sono no yuki)
A Buddhist Priest Torments a Couple
Magaki’s Spirit Possesses Sajird

Torn Apart by Bulls as Punishment

A New Tale of Kasane’s Salvation

(Shin Kasane gedatsu monogatari)

Reflection in the Kinu River {Ghost and Will-o’-the-Wisp)
Kasane Terrified by Visions of Vengeful Spirits

The Bedside Revelation of a Spectral Skeleton

Miasma Bursting from a Human-Faced Growth

A Ghost Story of Recent Times: Stars on a Frosty Night
(Kinsei kaidan shimoyo no hoshi)

Ihyoe Takes Aim at a Vengeful Spirit

A Vengeful Spirit Bites at a Sword

Strange Tales from Hokuetsu (Hokuetsu kidan)
Supernatural Soft-Shelled Turtles

A Supernatural Giant Toad

Strange Flames Rising from Underground

A Country Tale of Two Sisters (Beibei kyédan)
A Grand Buddhist Service to Calm Vengeful Spirits

The Tale of the Nue (Onnamoji nue monogatari)
A Spirit Possesses a Tiger Skin

The Mountains of Husband and Wife (On’yé imoseyama)
Monsters Emerge in a Test of Wisdom and Courage

A Picture Syllabary (Ehon hayabiki)
Quick Lessons in Simplified Drawing (Ryakuga hayaoshie)

Modern Designs for Combs and Tobacco Pipes
(Imayé kushi kiseru hinagata)
Tobacco Pipe with a One-Eyed Monster Design

One Hundred Tales (Hyaku monogatari)
Mansion of Plates (Sarayashiki) [Reproduction]
Oiwa (Oiwasan) [Reproduction]

Laughing Demoness {Warai hannya) [Reproduction]
Kohada Koheiji (Kohada Koheiji) [Reproduction]

The Life of Buddha Illustrated (Shaka goichidaiki zue)
Jealousy Takes the Form of a Snake

Heaven and Hell

Attack by the Army of the Devil King of the Sixth Heaven

The Thunder God Casts the Wicked into the Lowest Level of Hell



Temporary Exhibition Room 2

Strange Tales from Hokuetsu (Hokuetsu kidan)
The Ghost Ship of Niigata

The Mountain Man Who Appeared Every Night

The Tale of Matsué (Matsué monogatari)
A Ghost Marriage
The Priest and the Dragon God in the Form of a Woman

Strange Tales of the Crescent Moon
(Chinsetsu yumiharizuki)

A Thunder Monster Attacks Shigesue
The Arrival of Evil Priest Moun

The Monstrous Wazawai on a Rampage

The True Manifestation of the Dragon Maiden
gt the Bridge in Seta (Seta no hashi ryiijo no honji)
A Severed Head Conjured by Fox Magic

Hashi kuyo
Large Snake and Strange Bird

An lllustrated New Edition of “The Water Margin”
(Shinpen suiko gaden)
Demons Rush from Suppression of Demons Hall

Picture Book of the Stirrups of Musashi
(Ehon Musashi abumi)
The Demon at Rashomon Gate

Picture Book of the Vanguard (Ehon sakigake)
A Strange Bird Emerges from the Shadows

The Pride of Japan and China (Wakan no homare)
The Conquest of Shutendoji

A Picture Book of Warriors (Ehon musha burui)
Strange Bird, Nine-Tailed Fox, and the Shinto Goddess Sengen

Modern Designs for Combs and Tobacco Pipes
(Imayd kushi kiseru hinagata)

Pining for Love (Kinoe no komatsu)

Paintings by Takai K6zan

Flaming Monsters [Private Collection]

Three Monsters Playing Go [Private Collection]

Monstrous Landscape [Collection of the Takai K6zan Museum]
A Group of Strange Monsters Enjoying a Book and a Painting
[Collection of the Takai K6zan Museum]

Monsters Enjoying a Book and a Game of Go

[Collection of the Takai K6zan Museum]

Original Paintings Exhibition Room

Enjoying the cool evening breeze
Fisherman

Hunter under the full moon
Woodcutters and wild geese
Ducks

Autumn flowers

Bulletin Board and Mask

A head cut off

Shohki, Demon slayer
Performance on Saruhashi bridge
Mount fuji and XuFu

Dragon Flying over Mount Fuji [Reproduction]
Budha to do moxibustion
Fighting cock

White Snake and Sparrow
Watermelon and Kitchen Knife
Chinese Bellflowers

Festival Carts Exhibition Room
Higashimachi Festival Cart

Dragon

Phoenix

Kanmachi Festival Cart
Masculine Waves
Feminine Waves




