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Vitality and Delicacy:
The World of Privately Published Surimono Prints

COERIEFENLEE TS M- BHOHR I ABBLIZTIVEL
TEIUITHYDNEITEVET  CORERIT HEHNILIVa>TEHS
KO EREHTLBRELTT,

M IR RRICHEECHRE R BEBRO P TRITL- B @2 KIRE
DZETTEARHENGHARECEFHOEG B IFMILGTERINELET
PRARICHIGEME L RISNBRECHRALTEIRY IR ERETELN
Z2Y3EL AL R S0 BRIESTVWRLD P RCEERDDIC
Ko TWET  SREREDBERBALLIE. BRICABEDTTHIL
INIERELREZERDILLVW BEFDOATKBERI/EE L BED W VELED
RHEERICHIMEZ AL TV FE L,

YOI T RBROBABNLI L KILRHAIDENHN L KX+
A—RHAZDELDETHY)EFT BALBIIHRICRIHTELESSTLL NS
E/HM (FL53A) 2 EB (F5TY) tFEINSEER BBE &
AW ICHBYERRFZ T2 D135 =8 (05T Y) L RIENSBUE L EREL.
ME» OBELRREERISETALILALFTLEME L FHIITE
D BB OBMICETDHMONIIIBE T REZLNIHYET,
BMIINET—ICIIFTERLNLHY  EAICESNDTEYICIZZ
DEDFXRXHEH R NIERMY BB LR EDEFEDEH A ILBEATR O
DENEF—TITINELZ FL BROALV I —DEHITKD A /ND
BEERIHFERO—BLTRITE TH A —ETITENLLDOR B
CHEDFDEIGAMEZTOWELIIEFEO VRISV /0T ¢
ERDLIREDREZTDABTILIZELTT,
IPBRRICHEBELEALLIZES>TELEINAZ ERLHTHMAELTBY D
BREEIZTEELHIIZI,

Thank you for coming to see our latest planned exhibition, Vitality and
Delicacy: The World of Privately Published Surimono Prints, which focuses on
the many surimono prints in our collection.

Surimono are expensive woodblock prints that were in vogue among poets
and their wealthy patrons during the Edo period, distributed among the like-
minded to mark the New Year, a spring festival, or other seasonal occasion.
Since these were almost never sold at ezoshiya or other shops that dealt in
illustrated prints and books, precious few remain to the present day. Kimono
dealers and other wealthy merchants are said to have spared no expense in
competing to create the most luxurious works, commissioning their design to
popular artists and their production to skilled block carvers and printers.
Surimono come in a variety of forms, ranging from small post card-sized prints
to larger ones comparable in size to the drawing paper of today. Artisans
invested them with fine workmanship and advanced skills, making full use of
techniques such as kirazuri (using powdered mica to create a glittering effect
in the light) and karazuri (embossing to create patterns without the use of
pigments). Hokusai was a prolific producer of surimono, showing an amazing
delicacy and meticulousness of line.

Surimono were produced on a variety of themes; motifs for those distributed
for the New Year included that year’s zodiac animal or traditional New Year’s
decorations such as kagami mochi (stacked rice cakes), while those marking
the doll’s festival or other spring festival incorporated hina dolls or peach
blossoms. Other surimono function like calendars, humorously incorporating
numbers identifying the long and short months of the lunar year within the
picture, or as parodies that depict figures from history or literature in
unrelated contexts.

We hope you enjoy these extravagant and exquisite surimono in which

wealthy merchants of the Edo period took such pleasure.
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Two Beauties in Black Hoods / Katsushika Hokusai
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Cat’s Cradle / Katsushika Hokusai
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Takasago Table / Katsushika Hokusai
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Woman Holding a Tanzaku Poetry Card / Katsushika Hokusai
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Smoker and Geisha / Katsushika Hokusai
REE/BELE

Reeling / Katsushika Hokusai
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Peach Boy / Katsushika Hokusai
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The Watabaoshi Seller / Katsushika Hokusai
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Six Beauties / Katsushika Hokusai
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Geisha of the Pleasure Quarters / Katsushika Hokusai
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At the Fan Shop / Katsushika Hokusai
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Dreaming Woman / Katsushika Hokusai
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Calligraphy, from the series Thirty-six Accomplishments / Katsushika Hokusai
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A Courtesan Thinking About What to Draw / Katsushika Hokusai
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Woman Looking Up at a Mountain / Katsushika Hokusai
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Geisha Wearing Bridal Headwear
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The Six Poetry Immortals / Katsushika Hokusai
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Girls’ Festival Decorations / Katsushika Hokusai
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Shellfish Gathering / Katsushika Hokusai
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Shrine Gate, Beauties, and Fuji / Katsushika Hokusai
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Young Woman with Carpentry Tools / Katsushika Hokusai
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A Prostitute Looking Outside / Katsushika Hokusai
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Courtesy gift: boar
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The Basket Beneath the Willow
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Black Dog Looking Back
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Women at the Archery Ground Archery Gallery
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Block-clapping Game, from the series Thirty-six Accomplishments / Hishikawa
Sori
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Noh Chanting, from the series Thirty-six Accomplishments / Hishikawa Sori
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Daikoku and a Young Woman
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Adonis / Hishikawa Sori
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Mother and Children by the Hearth (Meiji period reproduction) / Katsushika
Hokusai
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Puppeteer Holding Puppet on Go Board (Meiji period reproduction) /
Katsushika Hokusai
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Tray Picture (Meiji period reproduction) / Katsushika Hokusai
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Flower Shells, from the series Genroku Poetry Immortals Shell-matching
Game (Meiji period reproduction) / Katsushika Hokusai
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Minamoto (Crow, Sword, and Plum Blossoms), from the series Four Great
Clans of Japan (Meiji period reproduction) / Katsushika Hokusai
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Tachibana (Fumonbon Sutra and Armor with Chrysanthemum-and-water
Design), from the series Four Great Clans of Japan (Meiji period reproduction)
/ Katsushika Hokusai
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Geisha Along the River / Teisai Hokuba
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Emperor and Empress Dolls / Yanagawa Shigenobu
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Shirahige, from the series Fifteen Noh Plays / Totoya Hokkei
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The Noh Play Choryo, from the series A Set for the Momozono Poetry Club /
Totoya Hokkei
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Mountains Upon Mountains: An lllustrated Book of Comic Poems / Katsushika
Hokusai
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Picture Book of Outings in the Eastern Capital / Katsushika Hokusai
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Fine Views of the Eastern Capital at a Glance / Katsushika Hokusai
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A Collection of Short Poems in Chinese from Itako / Katsushika Hokusai
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Picture Book of Both Banks of the Sumida River at a Glance / Katsushika
Hokusai
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A Wagonload of Comic Poems from the Isuzu River / Katsushika Hokusai

WE¥ERTZE (Original Paintings Exhibition Room)
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Farmer and Peony / Painted by Katsushika Hokusai
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A hunter under the white moon / Painted by Katsushika Hokusai
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Woodcutters and wild geese / Painted by Katsushika Hokusai
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Enjoying the cool evening breeze / Painted by Katsushika Hokusai
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Various of Onono Komachi / Painted by Katsushika Hokusai
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Standing beauty / Painted by Hokusai’s disciple tawaraya sori Il
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Beauty Woman / Painted by Hokusai’s disciple Teisai Hokuba
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Tayd under the cherry blossoms / Painted by Hokusai’s disciple Teisai Hokuba
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Beautiful woman from Yoshiwara / Painted by Hokusai’s disciple Oyama
Hokuri
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Clamming / Painted by Hokusai’s disciple Hotei Gosei
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Snowy landscape of Shinano / Painted by Katsushika Hokusai
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Beauty, Listening Little Cuckoo / Painted by Katsushika Hokusai
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Performance on Saruhashi Bridge / Painted by Katsushika Hokusai
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Shoki, the Demon Slayer / Painted by Katsushika Hokusai
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A Woman from Ohara and Her Horse / Painted by Hokusai’s disciple Teisai
Hokuba
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Water Lily / Painted by Katsushika Hokusai
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Dragon Flying Over Mount Fuji (reproduction) / Katsushika Hokusai
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The Higashimachi neighborhood float
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Feminine Waves




